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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
Fortieth Report — “Inquiry into Peel Health Campus Payments” — Tabling 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.04 am]: I am directed to present the fortieth report of the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations entitled “Inquiry into Peel Health Campus 
Payments”. 

[See paper 5441.] 

Hon GIZ WATSON: This inquiry arose out of a hearing with the Department of Health during this year’s 
annual report hearings. In the course of that hearing, a number of matters were raised with the department 
regarding the Peel Health Campus. The Director General of the Department of Health invited the Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations to provide him with any evidence it had in relation to the Peel 
Health Campus so that he could make a full investigation into the matter. Accordingly, the committee 
commenced this inquiry.  
The committee was surprised at the seriousness and the extent of issues revealed in the evidence it received and 
the documents it considered. The key witness, Mrs Ashton Foley, the former chief operating officer of Peel 
Health Campus, gave a highly critical account of how Health Solutions (WA) Pty Ltd, the operator of the 
campus, provided health services to the public and managed its contract with the state. The committee thanks all 
witnesses who appeared before it or provided written submissions and documents. In particular, it wishes to 
place on record its appreciation to Mrs Foley, who put the interests of the public above her own by bringing 
these issues to the public’s attention. It is not easy to be a whistleblower and Mrs Foley is to be commended for 
her courage. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! There are about five very audible conversations being carried on between 
members around the chamber. Please pay attention to an important part of the day’s proceedings. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: In the time available to the committee it was not possible to investigate all the allegations 
made and the issues identified. However, the evidence obtained by the committee raises significant questions 
about the provision of health care on behalf of the state by Health Solutions, including, but not limited to, 
implications for the financial administration of the state’s health system.  
As Parliament is expected to rise shortly, the committee has not had sufficient time to make any findings or 
conclusions. The committee has not made public the names of witnesses who provided private evidence and 
reminds people that anyone seeking to identify, threaten or harm a witness is in contempt of Parliament and, 
further, that threatening a witness attracts significant penalties under section 58 of the Criminal Code. 
The main focus of this inquiry was an additional payment made to doctors for admissions to the hospital. There 
were a number of other matters raised. It is the committee’s view that these issues raise substantial doubts as to 
whether the current contractual arrangements are in the best interests of the state. Further, the seriousness and 
extent of these matters require full investigation. For these reasons, the committee’s first recommendation is that 
the government establish an independent inquiry, with investigative powers, into the operation of Peel Health 
Campus by Health Solutions (WA) Pty Ltd. Secondly, if the government does not establish an independent 
inquiry, a future parliamentary committee should examine the issues raised in this report. The third 
recommendation—which I will not quote in full because it is lengthy—sets out an extensive list of matters that 
the committee believes should be examined by any future inquiry. The fourth recommendation—also not in 
full—is that the committee recommends that all documents and records relating to this inquiry be held by the 
Clerk of the Legislative Council and access granted, if requested, to the Director General of the Department of 
Health, the Commissioner of Police, the Commissioner of the Crime and Corruption Commission, and any other 
inquiry established by an officer of the Parliament or the government to examine any matters raised in this report 
if the Clerk of the Legislative Council believes it is appropriate. 
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